
December 3-9
Theme: Healing with Hope
Pray people will focus on Christ to find healing 
that comes from Hope Christ offers all.
Pray God’s church will focus on the Reign of God 
and not themselves.

Scriptures: Isaiah 64:1-9, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9, Mark 13:24-37

“Focus is the commitment to abandon everything 
that falls outside of the simple ministry process.”
 - Simple Church, page 76

December 10-16
Theme: Healing with Love/Jesus the Way
Pray people will find healing from the Love Christ 
offers all.
Pray people will learn to love from God’s unfailing 
love for all.
Pray people in our church will truly become 
God’s hands and feet by bringing others into a 
relationship with Christ.

Scriptures: Isaiah 40:1-11, Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
2 Peter 3:8-15a, Mark 1:1-8

“… you are called to partner with God in a great 
building project. You are to build the spiritual 
house by bringing people into a relationship with 
God.” - Simple Church, page 110

December 17-23
Theme: Healing with Joy
Pray that people will find their Joy in Christ alone.
Pray our church will be joyous as God leads us 
into future changes.

Scriptures: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11, Psalm 126,  
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24, John 1:6-8, 19-28

“According to Scripture, a believer’s life is to 
be transformed more and more. People are not 
supposed to be the same. There is supposed to 
be progression, movement.” 
- Simple Church, page 136

December 24-30
Theme: Healing with Peace
Pray God’s peace upon your family, your 
neighborhood, your city, the world.
Pray people will find healing that comes from 
God’s peace in Jesus Christ into the world.
Pray our church will have peace as a sign from 
God that we are following God’s lead.

Scriptures: Psalm 29:11, Isaiah 9:6, 
Colossians 3:15, Hebrews 12:14

“God has designed spiritual growth to be a 
process. It is to occur with ever-increasing glory. 
And simple church leaders have chosen to 
partner with God in this process.”
 - Simple Church, page 139

December 31-January 6
Theme: Newness of Life in Christ
Pray people everywhere will present their lives to 
God’s service in the new year.
Praise God for new possibilities of spiritual 
growth in 2018.

Scriptures: Isaiah 61:10-62:3, Psalm 148,  
Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 2:22-40

“No matter where a person is, God is seeking to 
bring him or her further on the spiritual journey. 
Christ meets people where they are, but He 
keeps pulling them further along.”
 - Simple Church, page 152

January 7-13, 2018
Theme: God is still Surprising Us
Pray our church will be open and intentional to 
seeing God at work in our midst.
Pray our church will be intentional in responding 
to the HCI prescription in unity.

Scriptures: Matthew 17:1-11, John 17:22

“Jesus prayed that his followers would be as 
unified as He and the Father are. God the father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit are completely one. 
They are inseparable.”
 - Simple Church, page 167

January 14-20, 2018
Theme: It Takes a Village
Pray each individual will find his/her call into the 
future God is calling us all into.
Pray our church will remain focused and faithful 
to becoming the church God wants us to be in 
our days.

Scriptures: 1 Sam 3:1-10, Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18, 
John 1:43-51

“Focus is a truth taught and affirmed throughout 
Scripture. The focus of individuals in the Bible 
is humbling, and the principal of one thing 
emerges. One thing means staying focused. 
Staying focused is essential to being simple.”
 - Simple Church, page 201

Prayer
God, we are searching for your will for our lives, both as 
individuals and corporately as a church body. Help us 
to let go of our plans and ideas for how things should 
be, and to identify and embrace your plan and will for 
us. We commit to aligning our lives with you, instead of 
expecting you to align your plans to our expectations. 
Only you see the full picture, only you see the heart of 
each of us, and only you know what is possible. Help us 
to catch a glimpse of that future. Let your vision of life 
so fill our imaginations that we are transformed so that 
we let go of the good things we have and reach for the 
best things you offer. Amen!
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The simple revolution is here. From the design 
of Apple products to Google’s uncluttered 
homepage, simple ideas are changing the world.

Simple Church guides Christians back to the 
simple gospel-sharing methods of Jesus. No 
bells or whistles required. With insights based 
on case studies of  400 American churches, 
Thom Rainer and Eric Geiger prove the disci-
ple-making process is often too complex. Simple 
churches thrive by taking four ideas to heart: 

Clarity. Movement. Alignment. Focus.

Simple Church examines each idea, clearly 
showing why it is time to simplify. This updated 
trade paper edition includes a new chapter with 
further insights the authors have gained through 
hundreds of conversations with church leaders 
since this landmark book’s original release.

The Healthy Church Initiative is a process, not a 
program. It takes the church through steps, led 
by local trained people (facilitators, coaches, 
and consultants) from North Texas. Through a 
combination of shared learning experiences, 
coaching and consultation, this process helps 
congregations more effectively join God in God’s 
mission. 

This long-range planning initiative was voted 
unanimously at our Charge Conference last 
November 2016. Phase 1 included Gloria 
Fowler, a Conference consultant, working with 
our church exclusively earlier this year as we 
read and discussed material pertaining to vital, 
growing churches. 

HCI CHURCH WORKSHOP:
Friday & Saturday, Jan. 12 & 13 

FOR ALL CHURCH LEADERSHIP AND 
INTERESTED MEMBERS

HCI SPECIAL WORSHIP:
Sunday, Jan. 14, 10:30 a.m. 

SPECIAL GUEST THE REV. JIM OZIER PREACHES 
AND READS HCI PRESCRIPTIONS AT THIS 

SINGLE WORSHIP SERVICE

TOWN HALL MEETINGS:
Sunday, Jan. 21, 9:45 a.m.

Monday, Jan 22, 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 24, 5:30 p.m.

ATTEND ONE OF THESE THREE TOWN HALL 
MEETINGS TO DISCUSS HCI PRESCRIPTIONS 

HCI FINAL MEETING:
Sunday, Jan. 28, 12:15 p.m. 

EVERYONE VOTES ON HCI PRESCRIPTIONS

www.fumcplano.org/hci

Prayer is an important part 
of growing with God. As 
part of the Healthy Church 
Initiative, we are asking 
the church members and 
guests to be in prayer for 
each other, our church, 
the community around 
the church, and for the 
transformation we seek 
to make FUMC Plano a 
simple, healthy, vibrant 
church family filled with 
disciples and making 
disciples of Christ in North 
Texas. This brochure 
provides weekly prayer 
topics and we are asking 
you to pray these topics as 
often as you can in support 
of our Healthy Church 
Initiative.


